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tion is as high as 30 per cent. Evidently a broken home
may contribute to delinquency. Whether it does or not
depends upon the specific inter-personal relationships exist-
ing within it, and its relationship to other factors in the
total situation.
There are many kinds of broken homes, however, some
of which wreck children much more than others. Many-
children from broken homes present no particular behavior
disorders. The broken home is usually only one of a num-
ber of associated factors that creates personality difficulty
in children.27 Whether the child is seriously affected by the
disintegration in his family depends upon his own make-up,
and on the antecedents and consequences of the final dis-
integration which may have been brewing for years.
On occasions the breaking up of the home is used as a
means of adjustment. The delinquent career of one four-
teen-year-old boy might have been deflected had he been
removed four years earlier from his alcoholic mother and
negligent father. In other cases, cruelty, poor methods of
discipline, and immorality in a home is a more devastating
influence than the factor of a broken home per se.
Significance of Parental Attitude. — Parental attitudes are
reflected in the school behavior of children. The two ex-
tremes of parental attitude that appear to wreck children
most are oversolicitude, on one hand, and neglect on the
other. A study of the records of 500 children in the kinder-
garten and first six grades of Winnetka schools 2S indicated
that the children who were "babied" or "pushed" by their
parents had poorer work habits and more social difficulties
than children from homes where wholesome parent-child
relationships prevailed.
Differences in social adjustments of children living on
the same street may be traced to parental attitudes. In one
27 Leo Kanner, Child Psychiatry, p. 91. Baltimore, Maryland: C. C.
Thomas, 1935.
23 B. W. Hattwick and M. Stowell, "The Relation of Parental Over-Atten-
tiveness to Children's Work Habits and Social Adjustments in Kindergarten
and the First Six Grades of School," Journal of Educational Research, XXX
(November, 1936), 169-176.

